VFWSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
The changes made by the subject Amendment are indicated below. Bracketing 
indicates material that has been deleted while underlining indicates material that has been added. 
Claims 2 and 14 to 17 have been cancelled. 

3. (Twice Amended) The method as in claim [2] 6 including the further step of maintaining 
said purged containers in a generally upright position with said inert gas retained therein to thereby 
prevent the influx of air into said purged containers. 

5 . (Twice Amended) The method as claimed in claim [2] 6 wherein said step of grinding 
said roasted coffee directly into a container filling apparatus is carried out within a sealed 
enclosure having substantially all of the oxygen therein removed. 

6. (Twice Amended) [The method as claimed in claim 2] A method of processing roasted 
^ tn imnrove th e ^ntinn of carbon di oxide and ar omatics liberated from the roasted coffee, 

the, method co ™P"^"ff the steps of: 

(i ) prepari n g one or more retainers for receiving coffee therein; 

(ii ) purging sa^ retainers of contained air throuph flushing said containers 
with an inert gas; 

(iii ) transoort in p and deliverin p roasted coffee to a grinding circuit; 

(iv ) grinding *aid roasted coffe e directly into a container filling apparatus; 

(v) with said container filling app aratus, deliverinp said pround coffee directly 
into said purged containers: and, 

( vi ) sealing said containers to m? "™™ the retention of carbon dioxide and 



aromatics liberated from said roasted coffee and to minimize contact of said ground 

roasted coffee with the air, 
wherein said step of grinding said roasted coffee directly into a container filling apparatus is 
carried out within a modified oxygen depleted atmosphere and said steps of grinding said roasted 
coffee directly into a container filling apparatus and delivering said ground coffee directly into 
said purged containers are completed with minimal delay between successive steps to minimize the 
loss of carbon dioxide gas liberated from said coffee and to minimize the degassification of said 
coffee prior to the sealing of said coffee within said containers . 

18. (Twice Amended) A method of processing roasted coffee to minimize the loss of carbon 
dioxide gas and aromatics liberated from the coffee, the method comprising the steps of preparing 
one or more containers for receiving roasted coffee therein and maintaining said purged containers in 
a generally upright position, transporting and delivering roasted coffee to a grinding circuit located 
within an enclosure having an oxygen depleted atmosphere, grinding said coffee directly into a 
container filling apparatus, with said container filling apparatus delivering said ground coffee 
directly into said purged containers, sealing said containers to maximize the retention of carbon 
dioxide and aromatics liberated from said roasted coffee and to minimize the contact of said roasted 
coffee with the air, said steps of said method completed with minimal delay between successive steps 
to minimize the loss of carbon dioxide gas liberated from said coffee and to minimize the 
degassification of said coffee prior to the sealing of said coffee within said containers , said step of 
grinding said roasted coffee directly into a container filling apparatus carried out within a modified 



nv yffen depH ^ atmosphere. 



